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SO O ODS BRDDDNS 0122s 


TIO THE 


Truly Pious; and'my much Honoured Siſter, 


Mr. MARTHA SHUT E. 


HE Nit pleaſed our Infinitely Wiſe 
and Holy God, to crantlare my 
molt Reyerend and Worthy Bro- 
ther intq ;thole blefted Marifions 
* of Glory, where be now! dwells 

for ever z 1 was my lelt prevented by fo ſharp 

a Sickneſs, as has | could neither ' accompa- 

ny , that very .numeraqus \ and | exttdor 

Town ot Mourners, that follow'di him*#&-hus 

Grave; nos could | then be an Auditor &f this 

excellent Diſcourſe preach'd at his Funeral ” 

my Sorrows were much augmented upon . both 
thele Conliderations : For in that dark bog of 

Providence, 'when the Crown was taken 

thy, Head, and a deep wound was made in 

| A 2 | my 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
my own Heart, it would have been ſome relicf 
to me, to have ſeen multitudes both of Miniſters 
and People, of different Perſwaſions about hic- 
tle things, lo unanimouſly united as they were 
in their Sorrows, for the loſs of ſuch an Emi- 
nent Inſtrument of Gods Glory, and of fo great 
an Example of praftical Piety, conjoird wich 
ſuch t managent of his Labour, as that 
he had effeftually obtain'd much of his great 
End, viz, Of eſtabliſhing a profound Love to 
God, and to one another, in the Hearts of ve- 
many of his Auditors; and had alſo diftuled 
lame Spirit into all his Brethren, in that 
Comer where God had plac'd him; it would 
have been a further Comfort me, to have 
heard the Duty of Imitation ſo Patheticall 
urged, as it then was, in that Sermon which 
is now made publick. 

The report of which was then ſent me, 
but the Copy thereof came but lately into my 
Hands, with liberty of Printing it, and the 
reſtraint which the Reverend Author had furſt 
—— you, being in greateſt part remo- 
y 


My Dear Siſter, x 
Alhough I could haye wiſhed, that che 
Imprel- 
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Impreſſion had been more early, yet it now 
comes time enough (1 hope) not only to be 
communicated to his whole Flock, but to add 
ſome new Fuel to their former great Zeal, 
whilſt every one of them ſeemed very ardent» 
ly bent to pay, a moſt juſt Veneration ro his 
Memory ; which in Truth will be now beft 
done, if that they hold this Glaſs frequently 
before them, and while they are beholding o 
beautifull a Picture (drawn bur in brief, yet 
truly repreſenting him, and without all flatte- 
ry) they ſhall every one endeavour to dreſs 
.and adorn themſelves according to fo rare #' 
pattern. Dear Siſter, | am informed that the 
time is almoſt come, when you will diſcharge 
part of that Legacy of 100 [. which my Ex- 
cellent Brother bequeathed to ſome Truſtees 
named in his Will, for the purchaſing of 
Lands, for the benefit of the Poor of that Bur- 
rough of Stow-Market, and that for ever: Now 
Dear Siſter, let me earneſtly beleech you, that 
whenever you pay any part thereof, you 
would depolite x in ſuch hands, as that a 
moſt ſacred Promiſe may be given you and us, 
whe are Overſeers of his Will, that ſuch Lands 
may be purchas'd and allo ſettled, fo as that 


the 
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the anntal Rent may be employed, as the 
yearly reward of a Schook-maſter, for his 
Teaching of the Children of che pooreſt forr, 
to read the Engliſh Bible, in fuch number as 
the Trultecs ſhall think fit : This will be the 
crecting, of a perpetual Monument to his me- 
mory, more laſting than any of Marble, which 
his Pariſhioners have Th ought and Dilconrlecd 
of to let over his Grave. May the ood Will 
of him that dwelt in the Buſh, Rill for ever 
dwell in that Town; and may the Holy Spi- 
rit of God, fo influence all their Minds; that, 
that moſt precious Seed, which hath been 
ſown in their Hearts, by our ( now glorih'd ) 
Relation, may take deep root, and bring forth 
abundant Fruit, which will be, | am ſure, the 
inexpreſhible Joy of thy Soul, and is the moſt 
carneſt Prayer of 


Dear SISTER, 


Your moſt AﬀeFtionately 
Sympathizing Brother, 


Sam. Faurclough. 


To 


(ALTALTECATSUTATELENDIEAEIN 
(LLLLLLLLLLLLLEALLILLLLLL 


To my Worthy and highly Honour- 
ed Couſin, Sanmel Blackezby, Elq; 
and to my much eſteemed Friends, 
Mr. Charles Bloſſe, Mr. Joſeph Crane, 
Mr. John Keeble, Mr. Lon Carter, Mr. 
Benjamin Cutlove, fobn P -_ 
Mr. Jonathan Pe the, Me ks Be 
= William Gerrard, Mr. Themes 

ayward, T raltees tor the Legacy be- 
qua to the Burrough. of Stow- 


their late Reverend 
Py S., ” Rich rd Sbute. 


GENTLEMEN, 


T the Deſire of my Siſter, "=_ is now ut my 
Houſe, and not capable of doing it her ſelf ) 
| do very Earneſty and Paſſronately requeſt, that the 
| Annual R venue of the Loacy that ber dear Fusband 
| and your late Reverend Paſtor, bequeathed to your 


ÞWuw row?h, may be employed for the benefit of the Poor, 
©, * F 
and 


and not for the eaſe of the Rich. And 1 do believe 
it cannot be more avantageouſly laid out, than in pro» 
curing a Perſon ( fit for ſuch a Work) who ſhall be 
obliged to Teach a certain number of poor Children 
to read the Englyh Bible, whoſe Parents are not 
well able to be at that Charge % them : "Tis true, 
my Brother bath not preſcribed any particular way 
for tle expanding of &, but I do not queſtion but 
this will be grateful to him, if be hath any know» 
ledge of what's done here below. 1 hope the Confi- 
dence he put m you will prompt you to uſe it in that 
way which ( you cannot doubt ) would be moſt accep» 
table to him, could he now ſpeak to you from Hea- 
ven, as be formerly did on Earth : Tow are Truſtees 
for God as well as for him ; | pray Diſpoſe of 
as Men that muſt give an Account *t 
no more to ſay, but that 


L am your Friend and Servant, 


George Fones. 


David's 


* 
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For David, 


ACTS XIILvy. 36. 
after be bad ſerved bis own 


——  —_———— 


Generation by the Will of God, fell on 
ſleep. 


hibition, Promiſe, or Preſident, tro engage to 


I there be any Force either in Precept, Pro- 


Holineſs of Converſation ; doubtleſs the Chri- 
ſtian 1s under the greateſt Obligetion. No Re- 
Iigion fo ſtrictly commands Holinels : Be ye boly in 
all manner of converſation : Nor more prohibits un- 
holineſs; without which mo man (ball fre the Lord. Heb. 12. 14. 
Where do we meet with the like — Pro- 


miles ? bavino the prom:ſe bmth of. the life f 


and of that which is to come. 


obligin 


terved out Iis Generation. 


a4 mow W, 
Or where fo itrict and 


Patrerns and Examples, not only the Prefi- 
dent of the holy Jeſus, who went up and down do- 
ing good ; but alſo a Cloud of Witneſſes, where- 
of we have one in the Text, holy David, who 


la the projecting Age wherein we live, he is a 
very inconliderable perſon that hath nor ſome De- 
191 or other on toot ; but there 1s no Delign a 
C'riftian ought to have in ia purſuir, comparable 
wil: that ot glorifying God, and ſaving of bis Sout : 
All others compared with this ; whether railing 


B 


great 


t Tm 4 8. 
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great Eſtates and Fortunes, or climbing u up to high- 
oft Pinnacles of Honour, arc but low an beggarly 
Deſizns. Nor 1s there any other way we can bet- 
ter expreſs our reall care for carrying on this good 
Deſign, than by a ſuitable Comportment and en- 
deavour to do as David did, to ſerve out our own 
Generation : Nor any Rele tor us to ſquare our Con- 
verſation by, in order to the gloritying of God, 
and f{crviccablenels, than the Rule Devid walked 
by, vis. the Wi of God. And wholocver walketh 
n this Way, and by this Rule, may expect a 
David's Iſſue and Event, to fall aſleep, to be ga» 
thered to their Fathers, and receive a glorious Re- 
ſurrection. The words as they lye in the Rela- 
tive ſence, are brought in to prove the Relurrecti- 
on of Chriſt, and that as a thing foretold by the 
Plalmiſt, 1 hat he would mot /affer his Holy One to 
ſee corruption : But Devid law corruption, and there- 
tore the Prediction of the Plalmiſt relates to Chriſt, 
and not perlonally to Dawid : For David, after he 
had ſerved out his generation by the will of God, fel 
on ſep, and ſaw corruption, &c. 


ut I ſhall conſider the words abſolutely in them- 
ſelves, which contain theſe three Conflidcra- 
bles. 

Fro f. Good Dart ids Apenc) and Fidchty, He Or Vu 
ed out his nemeration. 

Secondly, The Canon or Rule of his Activity, rhe 
will of Go. 

Thirdly, The Exodss, or Event of both, which 
doubtleſs was happy, He fell affeep, and mas 74 
thered to bus Fathers. 

() 
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Of theſe three in their order, 

Firſt, Holy David's fidelity and avemcy, who ferv- 
ed out his Generation, #z. ce. the whole fcries, courſe 
and ſcope of his Life, was how he might be fer- 
viceable ro God, in all the parts thereof, not only 
in a fic and mood, by ſtarrs, and fits, but through- 
out his Generation. - 

Whoſe excellent Pattern, recommends to us a 
eceſlary, and important Duty incumbent upon 
us, to be Aﬀtive, and Serviceable to God in our 
Generation, in all the Stations and Relations Gods 
Providence fets us 1n. He did not ſerve God, as a 
Servant his Maſter for a Year, or an Apprentice 
for ſeven Years, as long as his Indentures laſt, but 
he was as a bored Servant all his days : Not pur- 
ting Limits, Bounds, or Periods ro his Service, but 
as Tong as Life laſted. He never begun well, or to 
good purpoſe, that doth not continue his Fidelity : 


Nor may he expect a Crows of Life, who 1S NOT Rev. z. 16. 


Faithful to the Death. 

And here I muſt conſider, Devid in his refpe- 
five, and ſeveral Relations wherein Gods Provi- 
dence fer him, and ſhew how ſerviceable he was 
in them all; and how reaſonable it is for us & to 
be. And thoſe were cither in 


Polincal, » 
His < Eccleftraftical, Relation. 
Domeltick. 


Firf#, Conſider lim in his Politics! Relation, as 
he was a King. No ſooner did God advance him 
from the Shepherds Crook, and by his ſpecial 
B 3 COM- 


— — — — 


Plal 7+. 3 
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command, invelt him with the Crown and Scep- 
ter to lead his People [/rarl, as his peculiar Fuck 
but he ſet himiclt ro detend his Suby<cts, to lubdue 
Iſratls common Enemies, put Ganion+ into the Ci- 
tics for the latety-of the Common-wealihs : When 
poſſibly male-contents might thivk a Icls gurrd 
might ſerve the turn to ſecure the publiu.k Peace. 
This was he who cyoyned, and colamande | by 
his Authority the Worthip of the God ol i/rach, 
according to the law of Moſcs, and requircd the 
People under his Charge to ferve, and fear the 
God of Abrahaw. This was he, who was fervice- 
able by appointing Judges, for the Execution of 
Judgment and Juſtice, both for the Puniſhment 
of cvil-doers, for the Praile of them that do 
well, Nor —_—_ a negligent Adminiſtrator of 
Juſtice himſelf ; or did he turn off all to be ma- 
naged by others hands : but declares, that when 
he [bal receive tht Compreg ation, be would Judre up- 
rightly; which he pertormed with great faithfulneſs, 
notwithilanding the - after-infinuations of a Rebel. 
lious Son Ab/olow, and a Crafty Courtier Achito- 
phel, who our of Siniſter ends afſperſed the Go. 
verament, to raiſe their own Fortunes, and grati- 
fic their own ambition. It is a very difhculr, if 
not impoſſible thing to wear a Crown long, but 
ſome touring Spirits will be apt to raiſe Clamour, 
and unreaſonable Slanders, and think it would fir 
better upon their own heads, and that if they 
had Power they could better manage the Afﬀairs 
ot State. 

What lic engaged to his God, Droid was carciul 
to periorm : Ear deſlironimy the wicktd of the Land, 


45 4 
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and cutting off evil doers from tre City of the Lord. 
Leading his Peopte I/ral in the Iatrovity of bus beare, 
and gaidine threw by the meilf uineſs of bis hands. In 
ſhort, in his publick tervice and admimniſtacion, he 
eycd P\ Muck good, 10 2s to the molt an heit {nen, 
Whatfor wr the Kyjng dia pl ifed the Prook 

Confdce lim, ($coander,) im his E@© iti: s rela: 
tion, as a Proplict of the Lori, and io be iwrved out 
his Generation. 

This was he who brought the Ark ; the viſthle 
Syinbol of God's Picleace from Ayjrjer bj ar im, and 
laced it in a Tabcinacle, norwithitan 1g the in- 
olene ſcoff, of a dericing Afichel. So hard a thing 
it is for ary in publick Authority to promote Reli- 

100, but ſome or other will revile, and reproach. 
Bur yet he proceeded and made preparation for bai/d- 
ing 4 FHlonuſe for God, the the complicating of it was 
left to his Succeſlcr : yet his good purpole was ac: 
ceptable to God. 

How careful was he in ordering the Prieſts and 
Levitrs to perform their Offices in their ſeveral coor- 
les, Sacred Writ do teltihe ; to rectife abvics, and 
regulate the Woritip ot God. How induſtrious in 
compoling that _— Model ot divine Fruth, the 
Bock of the Plaims! And ordering the Sinvzers in 
their places to ferve God in Praveis, Praites, and 
Thankſgiving ! And himfeilt allo with Supphica' ions 
and lncerceſhons fo God, ſtanding 0P min ty Fip to 
divert the wrath of a juſtly provoked Go1. trom a 
God provoking Peopie, as divers Plalms teltifie, P/al. 
79. $3. nor was lic wanting vpon the Roceipe 
any lgnal blefhng, to return has grate! retention ney 


vi God's goodocls , Sevual Ol the Palms DEL Arn 


4 
- 


. 
: CELLS 


: Chron. 23.6. 
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thems of Praiſe, penn'd upon ſuch occaſions, to be 
publickly lung: As P/al. 18. &c. 

Nor (1[tbiay,) was he Icls carctul to be ſerviceable 
to God in his Private, or Drmeftict relation : By a 
holy, and exemplary Converſation. This was he 
who gave .not only hoty Precept, but Pattern, be- 
having hy Weir n geiy, and PAITIG 4 the wid? of his 
hou/' in I'D q FIe(s may. * Not a TOo0 many, whio 
* regard not to debauch others under their charge 
* by ul Prefident : Or others who care not it thicy 
* have but their Servants bodily labour, tho the 
** Devil have their Hearts and Lives. He doubt- 
*lels coualclled them to Picty, and bewailed the 
* miſcarriages of any under his charge and care : 
* When Rivers of Tears ran down tus Eyes, becauſe 
* men kept not God's Laws. 

And ( Lally,) conſider him in his carriage berween 
God and his own Soul: He was a & Man, and 
after God's own Heart, He prelerved a holy aw 
and regard upon his Spirit, fo as not preſumpruouſly 
to fin and oftend his Glorious Majefty. He lived 
not at random, but communed with his own hearr, 
living under a daily ſence of his Duty and obliga- 
tions to God. And fo awmnbering bis daves, 41 to ap- 
ply bis heart to true wiſdom. Thelc | pals over with 
all brevity ; that in the next place I may evidence 
to you, 

The rea[onablenef# of this his Agency for God in 
his Gencration ; and that upon a twofold account. 

Firſt, Upon the Account, that ſerviceableneſs to 
God is the end, and dclirn of God's beſtowing 
upon us thole Talents, Abilities and Opportunt- 
ties we enjoy. Doubtlels God did never yy 
tem 


David" Labour and Reft. 
them to be laid out in Riot, or laid upin a Nap- 
kin : Neuher to walſt them, or to ruſt. The Can- 
dle is not to be put under a Bulhel. The manfe- 
ſtation of the Sperit, (loall other good gifts of Health, 
Riches, Hononr, Fe.) arc given to every man 710 profit 
withal ; to be uſeful in our places, to God's Glory, 
our own, and others good. He fruſtrates God's aim 
that doth not employ them ; whatloever we receive 
from God, we arc not to take as Proprietors, but as 
Stewards, or as Exccutors : not to embezzle as we 
plcale, but toemploy the bequeſts according tothe will 
of the Donor. 

S-comdly, MOT Account we mult expect to 
give to our great Lord, of our Stewardſhip, when he 

all ſummon us to appear, whuch will be a juſt and 
ſtrict ICCOUNT 3 W ho will render to CUErY ma 40cOrd- 
ing to his works. As there is a reward to them who 
by patient continuance in well-doug, ſeek honour, glory, 
and immortal life ; fo there's indivnatios and wrath 
to every Soul who commirs evs/, It we acknowledge 
our lelves Creatures ( that receive all from God ) we 

malt expett an appearance : If we be more, let us 
ſhew it, in warding oft that account if we can. 
But certain it is, We muſt aff appear at the judgment 
Seat of Chrift ; Therefore it 1s realonable we ſhould 
ſerve God in our Generation. What hath hitherto 
been inliſted upon, may be matrer of Admonition 
to us all. 

Firſt, To you my Reverend Brethren of the Cler- 
gy, to whom God hath commiurted Coram an/marum, 
The charge of Souls ; that we (ſtudy this, of ſervice- 
ableneſs in our places, may we be careful to em- 
pioy our Talcats for the deligns of God's Glory, 
and 


t Cor. 12. *. 


Rom. 3. *. 


3 Cor. x. 


— 


Ss IT.4. 1 


£ Cor. 15.4" 
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and others good in our ſeveral Stations ; not ſparing 
our pains for fear of haſtening our end. Our Lamps 
can never be burter ſpent, or burnt out, than in light- 
ang ethers ro Heaven. Her we then raft ant in ſeaſon, and 
our of ſeaſon ; both 1n Prayers and Preaching ; re- 
buking and exhorting with all loans ſuſfferins 4ud do+ 
Grime : It God peradventure will give Grace, not on- 
ly to the acknowledgment, but allo to the Love 
of the Truth, 

May we be willing to ſpend, and be ſpent in the 
ſervice of fo dear a Aur Not forgetting the injun- 
ttion given us at our Ordination, when we had the 
Holy Bible put into our hands, with charge to preach 
the Goſpel. 

«* And indeed can we be negligent, when beſides 
* the Precepts to induſtry, we have allo the excel- 
* lent Patterns fet betore us. The holy Angels, who 
* arc miniſtring Spirits for the good of the Elett, 
« Such a Cloud of Wiuneſles, betore us for the good 
«* of others; God himſclt, who doth good continual- 
« ly, and excerciſeth a watchful eye of Providence 
« over his Church ; Chriſt, who whilſt on Earth wear 
« up and down doing gud, 2nd now in Heaven 
© makerch continual interc 10 bor 11 

Or can we give up 4 butt 
and Talents to Go!? What 
ry, and the Churches gouu, v 
put upon the tile. 

Nor can we ſerve a | r Lc 
hath an obſervant Eyc to 1c941d 11S, 2 
red us, That if we be [Frd/ aj WHANTVER 


"it, ( 


count of our Time, 
WC 019 for his Glo- 
nay cxpett God will 


| and Maſter, who 
| hath aſly- 
ind ab ind- 


iP lab 2” ſoed LT be it 


np 9 th: i ord of ths PF 
VA I# ib Lord. 


Sccond- 
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$-condly, Nor are you in your more private 
Soheres and Capacities to be negligent of this, 
but to be ferviceable to God in your Relations. 
In your Families by prudent management of thoſe 
under your charge ; preventing as much as in you 
lies. thole A— times and places too 
much abound withat ; by private admonitions, by 
a holy, peaccable, and obedient behaviour, Walt- 
197 Wi f the Lord wats all well pleafing. 

And hereby you may give great encouragement 
and aſhiſtance ro God's Faithful Miniſters 5 not 
diſcouraging thole who watch tor your Souls. 

This is che way to leave our Countrey better to 
Poſterity, as the Orator ſpeaks. 

We have all but a lutle time to work in: The 


time is ſhort, we ſhall ſoon be at our JourneysJoh, ,. . 


end, The night appr oacheth, %c. And hereby we 
ſhall bring comfort to our ſelves in the way ; and 
have hopes in our Death. 

But may we not take up a bitter Lamentation 
for ſo great a neglett of this Duty ? How man 

ove unlerviceable in their Generation, or tif. 
ſerviceable, cither by fomenting needleſs diviſions, 
or a diſorderly Converſation, who regard more 
their private Cabins, than the publick good ; who 
are as Wenns upon the Natural Body, draw away 
the nounſhment, and cumberſome to be born ; 
or like corrupt Stomachs, turn all to putrefaction. 

I might hcre take occaſion to rebuke, and la- 
ment ſuch who ferve not God, but their own bel- 
lies: Or ferve God no further than will ſerve their 
own turns,who live as if the great God had ſeat them 


tuther upon no other Errand than to pamper the 
arka(ls, 
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Carkaſs, and feed the Brute. 

But I hope better things of many of you, and 
that you are carctul not only to be ſerviceable to 
God in your Gcneration,, but wathal, to take the 
truce, belt Canon for your Agency, The Will of 
God, which is my ne«t thing to conlider. 

The Second General is the Canon of Devids 
aftivity ; The Will of God. I am not unſcnſible 
there are who prefix this, and make it an Antecedent 
to what follows ; reading them thus : By che Will 
of God he fell aſleep. 

© But beſides that this pointing of them is ſaid 
* not to be found in the Ancient Copies : It may 
* be conſidered, that tho it be truc, that all who 


{ fall aſleep, do fo by the Will of God; yet all do 


* not ſerve out their Generation by the Will of 
*God, which is by way of Eminency recom- 
* mended to us in Davids Pattern, that he eyed 
© his Rule, che Will of God : So that all our ſervice» 
ablenefs ro God in our generation muſt be regu- 
lated by the Will of God. The Will of Gol is 
the only, and higheſt Rule for created Beings to 
at by ; But not the Will of God as concealed, 
but as revealed to us : Things revealed belong to 
us, 

We muſt not guide our fclves by our uarul 
Fancics, or make our own blind turbulent aſl 
ons our Rule; Or that which ſome call Conlſci- 
ence, th6 never ſo miſguided, or a Light within 
them ; for this is to be regulated by the Rule of 
God's Word, and Will ; elie there will be fo ma- 
ny Rules as there ars. miſguided Conlciences in 


the World. 
David 
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Devid did not make God's fecret Will the Rule 
of his Agency : For how could that be a rule for 
him, which was kept ſecret from him ? nor did he 
run to any infallible Judge, or the determinations 
of the Church to make that his rule of Faith,or Litc : 
But what God had clearly manifeſted to him, and 
to us, his Sacred Oracles are ourRule ; fo mary as 
walt arcordins to this Rule, Peace be on them. 

* It every Market-Town had a divers Standard 
* for weights, and meaſures, who could know what 
* were the Standard of the Nation. Doubtlel(s 
« the Word of God is a certain infallible, and ſuff- 
« cient Rule, clic Chriſt was not faithful in his Pro-+ 
* pherick Othce. 

May this be our prattice in all matters of Faith, 
and Life : Take we a right rule, andif (in matters 
ritual and banc tn. and what not forbidden ) 
we quietly ſubmit to the prudence of our Supe- 
riours, we ſhall not cafly erre. And had this 
method been obſerved, God knows it had caded 
many of our unchriſtian, and uncharitable diſſen- 
tions. Bur when Men make their own will, good 
meaning, private opinion, good intention, or pre- 
judiced education, the rule of their ency ; and 
judge that their hands can only ſtay t y—_ 
Ark, no wonder that the Church falls into endlets 
rents and miſerable fraftions. Adivity withour 
underſtanding like mettle in a blind Horſe, expoſes 
the Rider to greater hazards ; br like mettle in 
a reſtife Jade, apt to run away with the Rider. 
Be we careful then not to multake our rule, nor 
be ſeduced by thoſe who pretend to be infallible 
Rule-makers, or guided only by a l:2ht within. 

C 2 Thirdly, 


| 
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Thirdly, Which leads me to the laſt conſidera- 
We, the Iſſue, and Event : David, &c. fell aſleep. 
And they who walk by David's Rule, may expe 
the like iſſue: Sad news, doubtlels, to all Ifrael, 
when holy Devid, who had touohe I/rachs Barrels, 
brought back the Ai k, ſeirled them in peace, 
and guided them þÞy the Skiltulnels of his hand, 
ſhall tall aſleep ; v hich muſt not be underſtood of 
periſhing, but as cllewhere, was gathered to his 
Fathers, or Reverſus mm paradiſe, returned home 
to God. I read not that he ſtaid at Lido inthe 
way, until prayed out by the Charity of ſurviving 
Friends. But = obſerve with me, 

Fir/t, That death to a good Man is but a Sleep, 
and as fleep, 

(1.) Gives reſt and a ceflation from labours, and 
touls ; it 15 requies, Ot medicina labora ; Y0 thole 
who ſep in Teſns, reſt from their /abours. 

on (2.) It gives Refreſhment, eſpecially af- 
ter hard labours : The [ber 'p of the labour img an 15 
{weer. The more ſerviceable in Life, the more 
refreſhing the Sleep of Death: Not like the 
affrighting ſleep of condemned MalefaQtors, or a 
Man in a Frenzy, who ſtart in their ilcep. 

And (3.) As they who ſleep, awake again; fo 
thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, when they hear - ſound 
of the Trumpet, and the voice of the Son of Man, 
ſhall awake, and be railed up again as to their 
bc hes ; AMA T1915 COV0 apt tible bat Pat « 08 IMO nr uptt- 
on, God will be no mans Debtor, nor untaith- 
ful tro iorget our work, and labour of Love. 
Thoſe very bodies which have been the Souls 
Inſtrument in faithful Services tro God, ſhall 
not 
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not be unrewarded in another World. 

But ( 2..) No- {erviccablenels to God in our 
Generation here, can exempt from Death : For 
Devid fcll afleep. This is the common lot of 
the Faithtul, as well as flothtul. Some wear out 
with Work, others mou'der in Ruſt, and inacti- 
vity. Moſes, who received the Tables from ric 
Mouth of God, gave Statutes, arid Judgments ro 
Iſrael, and brought them to the borders of the 
Land of Cancer, the next news we hear of him 


is, Moſes my Servant is dead. Ellewhere faith joh. x. 


lacred writ, Our Fathers are dead, and the Prophets 
do they live for ever ? 

From which Premiſes, let us Interr, How Scrip- 
ture dreſleth up Death to a good Man ; which 
tho to Nature it be the King of Terrours; yet 
to a Believer is but an &www, a pulling down 
the Cords of our Earthy Tabernacle ; Repatri- 
zare, to return home, and in the Text a Steep. 
And may not this remove all Dread, and Con- 
ſternation from our Spirits? who would not be 
willing to put oft his cloaths to go to reſt God 
whos - thee no harm when he puts thee 10 
Bed. P 

2. And may it not ſtay the impetuous Tor- 
rent of immoderate Griet tor decealed Friends; 
He is not Dead but fleepeth. 

And have not you known the Husband go to 
bed a few hours before the Wife * The Father 
betore the Child * And there is no readier way 
to provoke God to fnatch them from us, than 
by too much doting upon them. We {(hould be 
carctut not to turn our golden Ear-rings into a 
golden 


Inter 
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_ Calf, or kean too hard upon our Crutches. 


or then God often cuts oft the Pipes, that we 
may live more upon the Fountain. 


To conclude by way of Advice, that we may 
lleep in Jclus, 

Be carctul, (t.) That we live in no Sin unre- 
pented of. It's the Childs miicarriagpe in the 
day, that makes it loth to go to Bed at Night, 
leſt it's Father ſhouid reckon with it then: Live 
we then, that, as Job ſpeaks, our Hcarts may 
not reproach us whillt we hve. And (2z.) In an 
intire Refignatuon, and ſurrender to the Will of 
God. How much did Poriphar provide for his 
own calc, and quiet, when he lctt all in Joſeph's 
hand. Could we leave all our Concernments to 
God ; let God do what he will: How mught 
we poſſeſs our Souls, in all Times, and Condi- 
tions of Life! and without Conſternation, and 
Amazement of Spirit, look Death in the Face ! 
But when we tenaciouſly hold all we can from 
God, have our Afﬀettions ſet u things be» 
neath, live unſuitably to the deſigns of the Ho- 
ly Golpel, and Religion we profels : No wonder 
it the] Thoughts of Death prove uncafie. With 
what Confidence can we commit our ſelves to 
God when Dying, when Enemies to God when 
Living ? For a man to live in open dehance to 
the Laws of God when Living, and to Bequeath 
his Soul to God at Death, is an Incongruous 
thing : We do not make our Enemies, but our 
Friends our Executors. To conclude, (3.) Let's 
live with our Hearts more inflamed with love 
tO 
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to God, and in a Sence of our Mortality : and 
the latter will be Influential u the tormer. 
Fire is beſt preſerved in its own Aſhes. 

In ſhort, let us imitate holy Devid in ſervice- 
ableneſs ro God in our Generation, and this by 
the Will of God; then may we expett a Ds 
vids iſſue and event, to lleep in Jelus. They who 
perform a Davids ſervice, may expect a Davids 
Portion. 

And this I dare ſay was the delign of our de- 
ceaſed honoured Friend, and Brother : To whom 
I may apyly all the parts of the Text already 
ſpoken of, But to give a full, and proportiona- 
ble Charatter of this great, and man, 1s 
a Province too big for my feeble Hands and 
Stammering Tongue ; and might be more fit for 
ſome of you my Reverend Fathers, or Brethren, 
whoſe Tongues do naturally flow with Streams 
of Silver Eloquence. 

But face his task is ſo unwilliagly devolved 
upon my weak hands, expect that I ſhould on- 
ly draw his Picture in faint and water Colours ; 
which by your Pencils might better have been 
laid in Oyl, who might rear him a Monument 
which might lait fo loag as this Church en- 
dures. In {pcaking to the ſubjeft before us, I 
fear not an Exceſs, or Hyperbole. He was be- 
neath flattery, above my Commendations. 

It is not my delign here to ſpeak (as is 
uſually upon tfuch occations) of his Extratt, and 
Orrgiaal, deicended of a Family of good repute 
in the Welt parts of Fw lawd. 

Nor of his Education in one of the moſt fa- 
movs 
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mous Schools of Learning in our Land, at Ex 
fom ; or of his being a member ſucceſſively in 
two Colledges in the ancient Univerſity of Ox 
ford: Or to Traverſc the former part of his 
Life, unknown to me. I ſhall take notice of 
him only, as to that part, fince God in his Pro- 
vidence ſet him in this place. And here T will 
make my appeal to you of this place and Neigh- 
bourhood , whether he was not ſerviceable to 
God in his Generation, in all thoſe capacities al- 
ready mentioned in holy Davrd. 

Firff, Take him in his Civil Relation, as a 
Man, and member of a civil Society. Tho no 
Governour in civil Aﬀairs, yet as a Friend, or 
Neighbour, induſtrious either in preventing dif- 
cords, or compoſing difterences, which is a good 
yece of ſervice; which when he undertook ( as 
he was not averſe to any good Offices) he 
efictted with mildneſs, gentleneſs, and calmneſs, 
bringing differing Parties to a true underſtand- 
ing of cach other, ſo as to lay *a Foundation 
for a thorough Reconciliation. Of fuch a heal- 
ing Spirit, as he ever carried with him Balſam 
to cure Wounds; but could not endure Gaul and 
Vinegar ro be poured in, to Procure 2 Rankle 
or Feſter. And were he only ſerviceable in this 
reſpe&t, he might fall under the bleſſing of Peace- 
Marcrs. 

Secondly, But conſider we him in his Miniſte- 
rial Capacity and Employment. 

(1f.) His Ability, and $kill in all parts of 
Learning, whether Original Languages, in Aati- 
quity, or Modern Hiſtory, Chronology or Geo- 
graphy, 
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raphy : Divine or Humane, whatever was fit for 2 
Diviae, or wes an Accompliſhment for a Gentlc- 
man, is woo well known, to be diſputed, or diſtru- 
fied. He underſtood both Men, and Books, and 
a competent Judge of both. Of quick Appreheniion, 
ſtrong Memory, and ſound Judgment, not taken 
with thin Airy and Jejune Notions : But One v ho 
valued things more by their Solidity and Weight chan 
by their Varniſh, and Rhetorick, 

(2.) And as theſe could not be attained without 

{ſo he was not leſs Induſtrious in imployſhg 

mx Talent, in his conſtant and publick Pet 
uatil Sickneſs rook him off, and h gave him @ 
Raierss from his Labours : Ie was very leldom, bur 
he was thrice in the Week in* the Pulpit, belides 


his Attendance u Prayers. In his pub» 
| iniſtrar} y ow 7-or iy; nei Oſtenration of Parts, 
Rhetorick, curious Rarch't 


nang 
Seroncs, fine Cadena, or aur es Pars He 
not the invicing Words of Mans Witdom ; bur 
Rnd found Dodo, and manly Sec: and con- 
deſcending to the meaneft Capacities ; qt 
eo inform be Jodgment, and affett the Heart, mor 
than to Tickle the Ear. 

He crane that — into the un- 
derftanding - ng phe ys beſt, as 
- - _ by clear II painted 
* He was 


a man of too great a Mind to make 
* Rears, and Diviſions in CROSS = AC» 
* count of a Form of wholeſom Words; which in 
* publick Adminiſtrations upon mature Deliberation, 
« was not matter of conſtraint but choice. He ne- 
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«ver thought it an Argumeat-of Picty that his 
* Bible would warrant him ro turn Martyr for a Ce- 
* remony. He did not hide his Talents io a Nap- 
kin, bur was willing to ſpend and be ſpent, in the 
ſervice of his Lord and Maiter. And probabl 
might have continued longer, had he not roo —_ 
addifted himſelf ro a Studious, and Sedentary cours 
of Life. You will all bcar me witnels that he hath 
been the Cement of this place for divers Years; keep- 
ing his Hock from Stragling, and reconciling Diſſen- 
ters to the eſtabliſhed Church of England. 

(3.) Nor was he leſs remarkable for his Meckneſs 
and Humility ; not of a Supercilious, Imperious or 
Rough Temper, that will endure no contradiction, 
but could with Patience hear, and wiſdom weigh, 
what was propoſed by others ; no Imperious Dita. 
tor, not Paſſionate, or peremptory, but ready ta 


hearken when reaſon was offered ; and willing to 
t 


learn. to the laſt. In publick reproofs mild, teltify- 
ing rather my and Compaſhon, than Wrath and 
Indignation : by which means he gained more up- 
on the Aﬀettions of his People, than either a Tet- 
chy frowardneſs, or haughty diſdain would ever have 
efſefted. Although probably his natural temper was 
ſomewhat quick, yet through the Grace of God, was 
great Maſter of his Paſhons. In all my converſe 
with him, I do not remember any Indecency ; or the 
waters at any time near over-Howing the banks. 
Though a great Maſter of Reaſon, and Judge of 
Sence, yet a moſt candid Auditor. Although he 
might in ſo many as he converſed with, meet with 
fome Provocations to diſcompoſle him. He had 
learned the Apoſtles rule, to ſpeak evil of —_— 

cloath- 
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cloathed with Humility, and -the ' Ornament of. a 
quiet Spirit. | 

(4.) To which, we may add, Excmplarineſs of 
Converſation. Not a Jacobs Voice, and an E/aus 
hands. He well underitood that bad Attions were 
not only a dilhonour to God, a dilparagement to 
our Holy Religion ; but were apt to rake a deeper 
Impreſſion upon mens Minds, than their Doctrine, 
and ſooner tranicribed in mens Converlation. Hence 
he was careful to teach in his Life, as well as preactz 
with his Tongue; in his Pariſh, as well as from the 
Pulpit.. He knew a Prieſt muſt - be accountable to 
God, not only for his Doctrine, but his Converfati- 
on ; therefore cacetul that he might not deſtroy the 
Benefhic, and cttett of found and Orthodox, Canoni- 
cal Doctrine, by a Heterodox, and Apochryphal Con- 
verſation. He was f{edulous to give no occalioa to 

roduce any bad example of his, which others would 

apt to adopt mto.40 apology or excuſe for their 
own Miidemeanours and Milcarriages. In all Com- 
pany of a _ ſteady and grave rw Ig 

To which: he {ubjoyned, (x5.) Stedtaſtneſs in the 
Do&rine, and Diſciphne of che Church of England. 
I knew! his fence 10 this particular as well as ſome 
others: He was not Chamelcon-like, changing colour 
according to his Company, but juſtified in private, 
what was his publick Practice againſt all > — 

I might add more, relating to. his Eccleſiaſtical 
capacity, but I-muſt haſten ro ſhew how he was 
{erviceable in his Generation, 

Thirdly, In his private Relation. But I had almoſt 
forgot one thing relating to the former, which is, 
his readineſs upon all occaſions, and lealt jntimati- 
D 2 ons, 
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ons, to- viſit the ſick : not over-looking the pooreſt 


lorr, reaching forth not only wholſom advice, but 
ſuperadding a charitable hand, where he ſaw need 
and occaſion. 

« A pregnant inſtance of his large Heart, and 
"© hand, is evident in his Charicable Bequeſt, and Le- 
** oacy he hath left for the benefit of the poor of this 
«Pariſh; to continue to ſucceeding Generations, So 
* as thoſe who never knew him, may bleſs him. I 
muſt confeſs I have heard him lament, that in viſit- 
ing ſome poor, that he hath found ſome fo groſly 
Ignorant in the Articles of Chriſtian a But 
it's high time now to mention, and I can but menti- 
on, his domeſtick Carriage. His dear AﬀeCtion, and 
tender Compaſſhon to his Conſort, and Relatives, 
whereof the mournful Eyes, and forrowful Hearts, of 
thoſe who are _ is a _—_— demonſtration. 

In his cg op yer Familiar. Not Rug 


and Auſtere. able, yer Devour. A Prieſt in 
Family, as well as in the Temple. He loved not 
long or late abſence from the of his abode : 


He carried « watch in his Boſom, to mind him -of 
ſeaſonable retirements, accounting there was ſome. 
thing to be done at home beſides going to Bed. 

F paſs over his ſecret, and Cloſer retirements. 
And it's now high time to haſten to the ſecond 
part of his management of himſelf, as the Text 
tells us, By the Will of God. 

Secondly, In all theſe Relations his care was to ma« 
oage himfcli by the ſureſt, lateſt Rule, The Will of 
God, This both in private Diſcourte, and in his pub- 
lick Preaching : Tho” he did ſometimes, and could 
make uſe of the. Judgment- of the Ancicat Fathers, 

but 
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but this ( not to found his Faith upoo, ) but only to 
ſtrengrhea it by their Authority. His Method was to 
back his Diſcourſe with Proofs out of theſe ſacred 
Oracles, in which he was an eloquent Apollos, He 
loved, and honoured the gray hairs of —_— 
but with Tertullian, revered the Plenitude of th 

_—_— It was hence he took the Articles of his 
Faith, and Rules of Life: and his Creed was compo» 
ſed before that of Trene. 

I muſt not omit here to ſpeak of other of his na- 
tural, and moral Endowments: Sweetnels of Temper : 
Courteſie of Behaviour. A pleaſant yet profuable 
Companion, I have known ſeveral of his Friends, 
who would ſay, they were as well pleaſed with his 
— and Familiar Diſcourſe, as his Preaching, 
Which ipoke him a great man, becauſe in his pub- 
ligk Exerciſes he ſtudied to condeſcend to the mean- 
elt Capacities ; but with the more polite, and kam- 
ed cvidenced himſclf a Scholar. Yet his publick dil- 
courſes were always Manly, PraQticable, Profitable. 

In his converſe pn neithes Morole, or Cyni- 
cal ; nor Airy and Froathy:;. but fuch as any man 
in an hours diſcourſe might zetura bettered from him. 

His Charity to his Neighbours upoa all occaſions, is 
well known 1a this place. But as he would not 
boalt of it whillt living, I will not blaze it now 
he is dead. He aftefted Secrecy rather than Popula- 


rity therein ; according 19 our Saviouss Rule, Give watch. c 


not thine Alms before men, to be ſean of the. 
ths laye to this people, appeared in no leaving 
them, when under the Temptation of other fair ot- 
rs in his Native Couetrey, and acas bis Relatioas. 
His Feaukdulggls swhis knead, is No 4 be forgas- 


ten 
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ten: Here was a Breaſt where one might ſafely lock 
a lecret; where he found a David, he proved a Jo- 
nathan, In all things eying the Will of God. 

Laſtly. But now, (as the good man in the Text, ) 
He u« fallen afeep. His Diftemper approached gra- 
dually upon him, termed by the $skiltul in the faculty 
of Phyſick, a Scorbutick Droplie, which proved un- 
conquerable by all their Art and Skill. This aitend- 
ed witha Drowſincfs, towards his latter end ; fo as al- 
tho” he knew, and underſtood well, yet he was apt to 
fall afleep before he had finiſhed an anſwer. But un- 
derwent all his aflictions, with a calmneſs and Sere- 
nity of Mind, with an initire reſignation unto the Divine 
Will. Nor was he under too tedious Pains, and ar- 
ticles, that fome meet with before their departure : 
And next to”a ſafe paſlage hence, an cafic rranf- 
- is very defireable. In' a fober fence he truly fall 
a 

Thus dyed this great, and good Man. May we of 
the Clergy bewail the loſs of ſuch a paintul, ſteady, 
valiant, Work-man and Labourer in Gods Vineyard. 
And, God knows, in a time when we could ill ſpare 
him. Such was the time when the Prophet com- 
j_ that the good man was periſhed from the 

arth ; ſeveral great and ſtout Champions have of 
late fallen by-death, into the Liſt of whom we may 
well put our deceaſed Brother. Who for Prudence, 
Induſtry, Infegrity, and Ability, may be a pattern to 
many of us furviving. 

Let me alſo Addrels my felf to you of this Place, 
and Pariſh, who were lately under his prudent 
Care and Condu@t : Death hath plaid a mighty 


prize, at oh  thumphing over rning, _— 
FF 
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Nature, Goodneſs, and Experience : - and at” one 
ſtroak, laid. in the duſt your faithful Miniſter, at 

the age of about fifty four Years. 

I hope I need not call for Mourning Men, or F 
Mourning Women, to take up wailing, or make a * ** 
bicrer Lamentation. You of this place, I hope had 
generally ſuch a paſſionate affection for him; *as the 
very ſpectacle of fo faithful a warchm#n, will com- 
mand your Tears, -and perfwade you almoft,- (Hor 
this your Father) to weep with Rachel, To as to 
refuſe to be comforted. My hearty defire for you is, 
that God would make up your breach; and that 
although the Shepherd be {mitren, the Sheep "may 
not be ſcattered. Serious reſentments'of ſuch Provt- 
dences of God, are mightily becoming! of us, under 
ſuch heavy ſtroaks. | 

The. Heathen reſented the -lols of one Philoſo- 
pher . more than - of . many''- Orators, . becauſe Ora- 
tors taught men to ſpeak well,'-but' Philo ro 
live well - You have loſt once 'who knew how both 
to ſpeak well to you, and raughe ' by -Dottride 
and Example to live well; tho” now: to be laid 
in the filent yore as a piece of cold clay ; may 
he that's dead yet- ſpeak, Þ mean, ſped in che 
Lives and Converſations of his people. Repeat his 
excellent Sermons, and Diſcourſes in your Lives ; 
and take heed of Sceptical ſha kings in a day of 
Trial. Think you hear him now ſpeaking to you, _ 
as St. Paul to the Philipians : Wherefore my beloved 2.v. a. 
Brethren, as ye have always obeyed, not only in my pre- 
ſence, but in my ab[ſeje\ wink ont your Salvation, &Cc. 
Prelerve that Unity he left among you, when he , 
left you; avoiding a necdlels dividing and ſeparas 
ting Spirit. And 
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And particularly to you of the Youth of this 
Town, and Place. Remember ye the wholſom 
advices ye have received from tim, the ſober de- 
meanour you cannot but —_ obſerved, back't 
with the Imprimatur of Gravity, and Gray- hairs. So 
chat whilſt Lobly you may jome of the Cler- 
gy alperſed as carelels and neg ; recall to mind 
that you have had jy nn one before you in 


this Place, Devout = 
ing, and of an cxemp 


thers of the Church « ries 
[ Ip conclude : Ma Vacancy be fupp! 
dow, Abdirty, and 


